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Early learning
The Children’s Alliance’s priority issue in early
learning this year was maintenance of $3.5
million for evidence-based home visiting programs, administered through the Council for
Children and Families (CCF).
Through coordinated efforts by the Early
Learning Action Alliance and the Washington
State Home Visiting Coalition, instead of eliminating these programs, the legislature reduced
funding to $1.492 million and retained CCF to
administer the programs. The result will be a
25 to 30 percent cut to services in the 2009-11
biennium, but our state will retain infrastructure to build on as funding becomes available.
In addition, the state crossed a major milestone for early learning in the 2009 legislative
session: Early learning for at-risk three- and
four-year-olds is now included in the definition
of basic education, making it part of the state’s
responsibility under the constitution. ELAA
pushed for inclusion of this language in the
education reform bill, House Bill 2261, that
passed this session.

Additional results

At the beginning of the session, our goal was to
build on our success in 2007, when lawmakers
eliminated the co-pay that K-3rd grade students
previously paid for reduced-price school lunch;
we wanted to eliminate the lunch co-pay for all
elementary grades.
However, the budget deficit worsened and
Feeding Hungry Children legislation (House
Bill 1416 and Senate Bill 5361) stalled in the
fiscal committees, leading us to adjust our
goals.
We helped protect more than $10 million in
state funding for: 1) elimination of the co-pay
for all school breakfasts and school lunches in
K-3rd grade, 2) the Meals for Kids breakfast
subsidy, 3) start-up funding for breakfast,
lunch and summer meals, and 4) a small subsidy for summer meals.

This session’s budget crisis brought to the fore
the structural problems in Washington’s tax
code. Washington is one of only seven states
without an income tax, and as a result its tax
code is among the most regressive. It is also
highly vulnerable to economic ups and downs,
as became painfully clear this session.
The Children’s Alliance’s call for new revenues, including a high-earners’ tax, gained visibility. Our support for a high-incomes tax, in
our response to the Senate budget, was termed
“the most dramatic statement of the day” by
the blog Publicola.
Senate Majority Leader Lisa Brown publicly supported a high-incomes tax, but the idea
went nowhere. An effort led by Rep. Eric Pettigrew to ask voters to approve a temporary
sales tax hike, to buy back some of the devastating cuts to health care, also failed. Lawmakers left Olympia with no plans for new revenue
to offset the deep cuts in the state budget.
It remains to be seen if discussion of new
revenue and reform of Washington’s tax code
resumes later this year.

Children’s health

Resources

This session we called upon policymakers to
preserve investments in children’s health and
take advantage of opportunities provided by

Parent resources: www.parenthelp123.org

Ending childhood hunger
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recent changes in federal law—most notably
the Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act, which sends millions of new
children’s health dollars to our state. Legislators protected a planned extension of the Apple
Health program to uninsured children living in
families earning up to 300 percent of the federal poverty level. Lawmakers also invested
$850,000 in outreach to let families know about
Apple Health and how to apply for it.
This victory will protect children as mounting job losses cause more families to lose health
coverage. As of April 2009 more than 1,100
kids between 250 and 300 percent of the poverty level had enrolled in Apple Health, and
the state projects that by June 2011 more than
4,400 children in this income range will have
enrolled.

Detailed bill information: www.leg.wa.gov
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