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Executive Summary

B

etween 2002 and 2004, Washington
fell from being a nationwide leader
in providing children with health
insurance coverage to being no better than
average. An estimated 62,000 children lost
publicly funded health coverage in less
than two years and are likely going without
any regular health care during the critical
growing years of their lives.
The tens of thousands of children who lack
regular medical care are far more likely to
miss school, less ready to learn, and more
likely to go to the emergency room for such
manageable conditions as asthma and for
ear infections that didn’t have to happen.
But what happens to a child affects the rest
of us, too. Hospitals and clinics are seeing
more and more uninsured patients. Many
are stretched to provide needed care and
must make choices including layoffs and
eliminating services. Parents are missing

more days of work caring for their sick
children for longer periods of time and
are making hard choices about jobs based
on whether or not those jobs will provide
health care for their children.
Through interviews with Washington
families as well as an examination of current
data and research, this report documents the
impact that the state’s rising uninsurance
rate is having on children and their families.
Among the key findings:

• Administrative barriers to Medicaid
coverage alone—including more
requirements and more frequent
renewals—have resulted in approximately
50,000 children losing Medicaid.

for immigrant children was eliminated in
late 2002.
• More than $1 million has been spent on
new administrative requirements—money
that could have been used to insure
eligible children.
• Children of color and children from rural
communities have been disproportionately
affected by policy changes that limit access
to publicly funded health care programs.
• Many low-income working families in
Washington, faced with the additional
difficulty of getting and keeping medical
insurance for their children, are opting to
wait until a child gets sick—a strategy that
may result in expensive emergency room
visits and hospital stays.

• Another 17,500 children statewide lost
health care coverage when a state program
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• The Department of Health reports that
Washington state hospitals have seen
an overall growth rate of more than 50
percent in the amount of uncompensated
care they provided from March 2003 to
March 2004.
• Community health clinics—charged with
providing care regardless of a patient’s ability
to pay—have seen an 18 percent increase, to
38 percent total, in the number of uninsured
clients walking through their doors.
Faced with the mounting costs—both fiscal
and moral—of allowing so many children to
go uninsured, state policy makers must reexamine the wisdom of some of the changes
to public health programs made in the past
three years.

4

Specifically, the Children’s Alliance
recommends:

• Reinvest in outreach work to identify
and enroll eligible children.

• Roll back administrative barriers to
Medicaid coverage introduced over
the past two years, including restoring
12-month eligibility and continuous
eligibility, in the Medicaid and State
Children’s Health Insurance Program.

• Reexamine the possibility of federal
waivers that would allow Washington
to use State Children’s Health
Insurance dollars to provide health
coverage to low-income parents.

• Reinstitute coverage to immigrants
through restoration of the Medicaid
look-alike program eliminated in 2002
and identify a secure source of stateonly funding for the program.
• Identify a realistic, “middle ground”
form of income verification and ensure
that it is applied consistently across
the state.
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The Children’s Alliance is a non-profit, non-partisan child advocacy
organization with over 128 organizational and 4,500 individual
members throughout Washington State. We champion public
policies and practices that deliver the essentials that kids need to
thrive—confidence, stability, health, and safety. The Children’s Alliance
advocates on issues such as: foster care, childcare and early learning,
health, hunger, juvenile justice, school nutrition, child abuse and state
revenue.
To sign up for email alerts and updates from the Children’s Alliance,
go to: http://www.childrenshub.org/calliance/home.html.
Choose Children’s Health under “Policy Issues” for regular updates
on children’s health issues.
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